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Abstract: In the 1820s and 1830s a biological woman who called herself the male name Takejiro (c.
1814-1838) led a portion of their life as a man because they disliked carrying out women’s work and
instead preferred carrying out men’s work. In the 1830s Takejird was repeatedly arrested and brought
before the Edo High Court, whose judges sentenced them to prison not only for crimes they had
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committed but also for wearing adult men’s clothing and
sporting a male hairstyle, explaining that such a conduct ran
contrary to social norms. At the current state of research,
scholars have exhaustively investigated the complex socio-
cultural reasons behind the judges’ ban on cross-dressing;
however, they have paid less attention to the reasons why
Takejird lived as a man and the connection with gendered labour.
The talk aims to fill this gap by examining how in “instructional
books for women” (jokunsho), a textual genre strongly
influenced by Confucianism, “work™ (waza) is assigned
according to gender, with reproductive work such as sewing,
cooking, and cleaning the house assigned to women, while non-
reproductive work such as running a shop, being employed in
the shogunate bureaucracy or as a warrior retainer was assigned
to men. The talk will explore how between the 1800s and the
1880s a small number of women alongside Takejird cross-
dressed to adopt a masculine gender performance to carry out
non-reproductive work that Confucian thought assigned to men.
In this manner, this talk will move the focus away from the
strategies the Tokugawa shogunate used to prohibit cross-
dressing, a line of inquiry that experts have so far privileged, to
study the points of view of cross-dressing women themselves
and how their motivations were tied to a wider socio-cultural
shift in the conceptions of gender and work.
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