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Abstract: Izumi Kyoka (1873—1939) was a writer of novels, novellas, and plays that developed a unique
Romantic style opposed to the rise of naturalism in the literature of Meiji Japan. His oeuvre was largely popular
among women, due in part to his depiction of suffering yet beautiful and brave women. On the other hand, he
is known as one of the foremost representatives of the fantastic genre in the Meiji Japan. Kyoka’s awareness
of injustice and discrimination is mostly encapsulated in the female characters that inhabit his stories, who,
oftentimes, are linked to uncanny events and monstrous figures which the male protagonist encounter.

This talk discusses three of his later works: “Magic”
(Yojutsu, 1911), “The Story of Three Who Were Blind”
(Sannin no mekura no hanashi, 1912), and “A Silent
Obsession” (Mayukakushi no rei, 1924); and focuses on
Kyoka’s concept of twilight, which he proposed on his
1908’s essay “The Taste of Twilight” (Tasogare no aji).
This talk proposes that this concept is the key to
understanding the inner workings of his novellas
belonging to the fantastic genre, since it sets the basis for
a different way of knowing which opposes the
epistemology of Civilization and Enlightenment of the
Meiji period by creating liminal spaces where fixed
identities are threatened.

In this ongoing project, the analysis of different works by
“Ghost of Otsuya” (1926) by Yama Rokurd. Published in s authpr, ditls pejper Wilies t}.le dipmios (.)f post-
Kuraku to illustrate Izumi’s Mayukakushi no rei. Used with structuralists Deleuze and Guattari, who experimented
permission from Club Cosmetics. with new ways of understanding “being.” First, by using
their concept of assemblage it will analyze Kyoka’s
concept of twilight as a combination of setting, characters, and ideologies that allow for movements of
deterritorialization, meaning a multiplication and indetermination of identities. Secondly, through their
concept of becoming monster, this talk analyzes the flows of desire within the stories: voyeuristic male desires
left unfulfilled in “Magic,” lustful desires that give way to jealousy and tragedy within the love triangle of “A
Tale of Three That Were Blind,” and finally the obsessive desire to become the perfect wife that transcends
even death in “A Silent Obsession.” Like the obake that Kyoka so fervently loved, the characters we encounter
through the eyes of the main protagonist seemingly shapeshift, and they bring about changes in the way the
male protagonists think, a change that Kyoka probably wanted to extend to his readers.
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