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The “Closing-Off Posture” of Psychological
Professionals and Organizational-Clinical Vulnerability
Surrounding the Mass Non-Renewal of School Counselors
Employed by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government

NITTA Yasuo

Abstract

This study reexamines grassroots activist records concerning the mass non-renewal of school counselors
employed by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government and analyzes three vulnerabilities through the lens of a
“closing-off posture”: the disjunction between individual clinical practice and organizational clinical practice,
the contraction of professional agency under employment insecurity, and the failure of coordination among
relevant institutions. This case is not merely a matter of appointment or employment; rather, it reveals a dy-
namic in which the inward-looking professionalism of psychological practitioners weakens its connection to
institutional realities and, in times of crisis, becomes manifest as institutional vulnerability. Going forward, it
is essential to secure employment stability, strengthen organizational engagement, establish professional au-
tonomy, and reconstruct collaboration among the organizations concerned.

Keywords
School counselors  Contract non-renewal Organizational clinical practice ~Closing-off posture
psychological professionals
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