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On the Types of Nominalization in Japanese and English:
Focusing on Two-syllable Sino-Japanese verbal nouns
in Japanese multilingual signage

YOON Jeong-in

Abstract

In this paper, I examine how English corresponds to Sino-Japanese verbal nouns in multilingual signage in
Japan, focusing on nominalization. Since English nominalization mainly occurs through affixation to verbs
and adjectives, it occurs in the opposite direction to Japanese nominalization. Japanese consolidates the ver-
balization of Sino-Japanese VN into a single suffix -suru, whereas English does not.

By centering on the subcategory of verbs called “Sino-Japanese VN” and considering examples such as “re-
serve-reservation,” “refrain-refrainment,” and “park-parking,” the correspondence becomes systematically
visible. There are also nouns that cannot be captured by two-syllable Sino-Japanese VNs, such as “accultura-
tion - hyphenation - jurisdiction - gentrification,” but it is possible to grasp the types of derived nouns, trends
in nominalization rules, and the semantic distribution of derived nouns.

In multilingual signage in Japan, the sharing of Sino-Japanese words between Japanese and Chinese is visu-
ally apparent, making commonalities easier to notice. However, in English, it is harder to find commonalities
from the written form, yet from the considerations in this paper, I gained the insight that, although the direc-
tions of verbalization and nominalization differ, conceptualization can be utilized as a cross-linguistic element.
Moreover, the tendency toward nominalization by adding suffixes such as -tion or -ment suggests the possi-
bility of regarding it as positive transfer in relation to Sino-Japanese verbs. To substantiate this, analysis and
consideration using a large number of Sino-Japanese verbs are necessary.
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