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The Reemergence of “War Paintings”™
Exhibitions and Contemporary Art since the 1990s

MATSUMOTO, Katsuya

Abstract

Since the 1990s, interest in artworks commonly referred to as “war paintings” (sensdga, or war art) has
entered a new phase. This paper examines exhibitions featuring “war paintings” from the 1990s onward, as
well as contemporary artworks that use “war paintings” as a motif. In particular, it focuses on how these
works have been discussed and aims to assess the current status of “war paintings” through discourse analy-
sis (Chapter 1).

Chapter 2 investigates exhibitions featuring “war paintings” held between 1998 and 2015. By analyzing the
curatorial intentions behind each exhibition, the positioning of war and “war paintings,” and trends in the ex-
hibited works, this chapter identifies their overall tendencies and distinctive characteristics.

Chapter 3 analyzes contemporary artworks that engage with “war paintings” as a motif. Specifically, it ex-
amines Makoto Aida's “War Paintings RETURNS” series, Tsuyoshi Ozawa’s *The Return of Painter F*, and
Hikaru Fujii's *Japanese War Art 1946*, focusing on the artists’ interpretations of “war paintings,” their moti-
vations, the formal characteristics of the works, and their critical reception.

Finally, Chapter 4 synthesizes these analyses and summarizes the major trends surrounding “war paint-
ings.
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