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1960 44,042 14,389 12,804 16,841 32.7 29.1 38.2
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The “Aijo-Bento” rhetoric concerning School Lunch at

Yokohama City Junior High Schools
—A Study Focusing on the Minutes of the City Council Meetings——

KASAMA Chinami

There is nothing wrong with making bento lunches for family, friends, or other people. However, if the
responsibility falls disproportionately on certain individuals, it becomes problematic. Especially in the highly
public domain of compulsory education lunches, if it is considered the responsibility of the family (i.e., the
mother), then the question arises as to what justification can be given. Among Japan's ordinance-designated
cities, Yokohama was the last to introduce school lunches in junior high schools. For a long time, lunches at
these schools consisted of bento brought from home.

This paper analyzes the discourse “Aijo- bento” surrounding Yokohama City’s junior high school lunch pro-
gram by focusing on the rhetoric. Using approximately 30 years of city council meeting records as data, it ex-
amines the effects of this rhetoric. The trajectory reveals that love and “motherhood” can be seen as rheto-
rics used to justify the division of gender roles. Around 2018, the Aijo-bento rhetoric lost its effectiveness.

When one rhetoric loses its effectiveness, other rhetoric may be used. This is because rhetoric, as a means
of persuasion, does not necessarily reflect reality. Conversely, when a certain rhetoric becomes ineffective, it
may indicate that the underlying systems and order are faltering. Nevertheless, the reality remains that care
work for household chores and childcare is still concentrated on women, making it difficult to say that gen-
dered division of labor has been resolved. For now, it is certain that the rhetoric used for many years since
the period of high economic growth can no longer be employed regarding compulsory middle school lunch-
es. Furthermore, the minutes confirmed that the policies and rhetoric employed by municipal leaders signifi-
cantly influenced proceedings in the assembly hall. This served as a stark reminder of the importance of
elections.

[Keywords]

Yokohama City’s junior high school lunch program, Aijo-bento, rhetoric, gender role division, city council
meeting records
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