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Analysis of Art Discourse after the Outbreak of the

Sino-Japanese War: IV
—The New Regime Movement and the Art World

MATSUMOTO, Katsuya

Abstract

As part of a project that examines the positioning of culture under wartime conditions, this paper considers
discourses on art and artists in relation to the circumstances that followed the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese
War. Annual analyses based on this theme have already examined trends from 1937 to 1939; this paper inves-
tigates and analyzes art discourse in 1940 (Chapter 1).

Chapter 2 examines discourses surrounding the Asahi Prize and clarifies how war paintings came to be
problematized through critiques of award-winning works and related materials. Chapter 3 investigates dis-
courses concerning the 2600th Anniversary Commemorative Art Exhibition, focusing on works such as
Taikan Yokoyama’s Japan, Land of the Rising Sun, and elucidates how the idea of artists’ social contributions
came to the fore. Chapter 4 analyzes art discourses under the New Regime, revealing that, while a certain
kind of newness was demanded in accordance with its principles, the old-fashioned character of the art world
was simultaneously criticized. Chapter 5 analyzes how works exhibited during the autumn exhibition season
were reviewed in line with the concept of the New Regime.

Finally, Chapter 6 argues that a distinctive feature of art discourse in 1940 was the transformation of the art
world toward alignment with the current political climate through the adoption of the New Regime’s dis-
course.
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