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On the Welsh Bible in the 16th and 17th century

YAMAMOTO Shintaro

Abstract

The United Kingdom was never an Anglo-Saxon English country, and the Celtic languages of Gaelic (divid-
ed into Irish and Scottish Gaelic) and Welsh, which are completely different from the Germanic language of
English, still have native speakers and are spoken in some parts of the country on a daily basis. If we include
the obsolete language of Manx and Cornish, there are five Celtic languages in the British Isles. Although
there is no British who does not understand English today, it is thought that at the time of the Reformation,
when the medieval Latin Bible was translated into various vernacular languages, more than 90% of the inhab-
itants of the areas where each Celtic language was spoken were monolingual speakers of that language.

Of these, Welsh is now the most widely spoken, with approximately 20% of 3.1 million people in Wales be-
ing Welsh speakers. The translation of the Bible into Welsh was achieved at a astonishing rate compared to
other Celtic languages of the British Isles, namely in the 16th century. The author is particularly interested in
the history of the Welsh Bible as a material object, and has focused on researching the Welsh Bible in the
historical context. This paper is a note of future research on the Welsh Bible as a material object up to the
end of the 17th century, with a description and photographs taken by the author. The research on which this
paper is based was conducted at the British Library and Lambeth Palace Library in London.
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