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Analysis of Art Discourse after the Outbreak of the

Sino-Japanese War: Il

——Ryushi Kawabata, “KOROHOU (Mount Xianglu) " and
Junkichi Mukai, “SOMIN (Revived People)”

MATSUMOTO, Katsuya

Abstract

In this paper, I explore the relationship between art and war within the context of contemporary art dis-
course. Following my previous examination of the trends in 1937-38, this study focuses on the art discourse
of 1939.

In Chapter 2, I review the contemporaneous discussions and rhetoric concerning how artists of the time
perceived war painting. Chapter 3 centers on the Holy War Art Exhibition, a significant art event in 1939, ana-
lyzing newspaper and magazine articles that introduced and reviewed the exhibition. Chapter 4 delves into
the critiques of war paintings displayed during the fall exhibition season, with an analysis of key evaluations
by critics such as Kawabata Ryushi and Mukai Junkichi.

Finally, in Chapter 5, I present a forward-looking perspective.
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