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Discourse on the local cultural movement in the second
decade of the Showa period (1935-1944)

— Focusing on literary discourse

MATSUMOTO, Katsuya

Abstract

In this paper, I have analyzed the discourse on the local cultural movement in the second decade of the
Showa period (1935-1944). In Chapter 2, I confirmed the ways in which the concept of “local (culture)” was
attracting attention through provincialist literature and literary discourse about hometowns and hometowns.
Chapter 3 examines the discourse on local culture that developed in conjunction with the reevaluation of Jap-
anese cultural theory in 1940, focusing on the reemergence of local literature. During this period, the term
“region” included both the periphery of the interior (Hokkaido, Tohoku, Kyushu, etc.) and the exterior of Ja-
pan (Manchuria, Korea, Taiwan, etc.). In Chapter 4, I focused on the local cultural movement led by Imperial
Rule Assistance Association (1940-1945), and analyzed the statements of the members of the Cultural De-
partment and their acceptance in the provinces. I also pointed out that the discourse on local culture during
this period formed a circuit that connected local culture as national culture to “Greater East Asian culture”
and “world culture”. In chapters 4 and 5, which deal with the aftermath of the outbreak of the Pacific War, I
examined how local culture was positioned as a “war power” in the discourse.

Key words : local cultural movement, local literature, Imperial Rule Assistance Association (1940-1945),
evacuation, Kunio Kishida

20



