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Today | learned a lot about the relationship between Japan and ?E % fg ? §
various countries. | understood the historical background of Japan’ s @\ {% EX [V)/ EX ;)ﬁ
involvement with other countries after its isolation from the rest of the EE 7J< % bbﬁf ﬁt’é
world. When | was in high school, | was studying Japanese history to i i f% 4‘ ;
use for an entrance exam. As such, | knew the historical flow, but never e i " ?): -
studied it in detail. Yokohama has many historical buildings as a source W % % A ?/
of information, and | learned that Chinese people acted as EP ﬁ{ % z
intermediaries for trade in Chinatown, and that many French and ise if i’é_ ;?,
foreigners lived in Yamate-ku as a foreign settlement. | learned a lot by 2}? Lq:: g i‘:C
learning that the place where we live has such historical significance. {E‘ ;2
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There were so many people at Osanbashi because this place was
used as the gateway between Japan and the world. Taking pictures
was not allowed in Yokohama Archives of History, so | do not have any
pictures about Osanbashi. However, the picture about Osanbashi at the
museum showed that so many people such as travelers from Japan and
other countries communicated with one another at Osanbashi.

Passen Cao

| am surprised that many historical sites are well preserved during
this fast-developing era. Although as far as | am concerned, not all the
documents are objectively chosen, it did show me, as an international
student, some clues as to why Japan looks like this today, which most
certain is that it was shaped by its constant interactions with the world.
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| thought that it taught me some of important things of Japanese
history. | remember two things. The first thing is that Yokohama become
the place to model of “3 7 ') O3k . Especially, | remember the two
flags. | had watched this movie and it is my favorite one, so when | saw
this flag, | was touched. And the second thing is a view unigue to
Yokohama. | have lived in Yokohama for a long time. | knew that
Yokohama was a place with a port and a Chinatown. However, | did not
know that there was a tree remaining from the Edo period, or that there
was a British pavilion and a French consulate. Each place was magical,
as if we were in a different place. | was once again attracted to
Yokohama, a place where many countries have gathered.
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