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“If T live here, like you, that is different.

Things will be easy for you. But they will be
hard for us.” (MA 140) '
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She was quick-footed and energetic in all her
movements.  --Her laugh, too, was high, and
perhaps a little strident, but there was a lively
intelligence in it. She was then fifty-five years

old, a strong woman, of unusual endurance. (MA

10)
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‘T ain’ t got time to learn. I can work like
mans now. My mother can’ t say no more how
Ambrosch do all and nobody to help him. I
can work as much as him. School is all right
for little boys. I help make this land one good
farm.” She clucked to her team and started
for the barn. --Before we reached the stable,
I felt something tense in her silence, and
glancing up I saw that she was crying. She
turned her face from me and looked off at
the red streak of dying light, over the dark
prairie. (MA 123)
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Antonia had never talked like the people about
her. Even after she learned to speak English
readily, there was always something impulsive
and foreign in her speech. But Lena had picked
up all the conventional expressions she heard
at Mrs. Thomas' s dressmaking shop. Those
formal phrases, the very flower of small-town
proprieties, and flat commonplaces, nearly
all hypocritical in their origin, become very
funny, very engaging, when they were uttered
in Lena’ s soft voice, with her caressing

intonation and arch naiveté. (MA 281)
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She told me she couldn’ t remember a time
when she was so little that she wasn’ t lugging
a heavy baby about, helping to wash for babies,
trying to keep their little chapped hands and
faces clean. She remembered home as a place
where there were always too many children,

a cross man and work piling up around a sick

woman. (MA 291)
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I had been told that ours was the only wooden
house west of Black Hawk—until you came to
the Norwegian settlement, where there were
several. Our neighbours lived in sod houses

and dugouts—comfortable, but not very roomy.

(MA 13-14)
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Grandmother went on talking in her polite
Virginia way, not admitting their stark need
or her own remissness, until Jake arrived with
the hamper, as if in direct answer to Mrs.
Shimerda’ s reproaches. Then the poor woman
broke down. She dropped on the floor beside
her crazy son, hid her face on her knees,
and sat crying bitterly. Grandmother paid no
heed to her, but called Antonia to come and
help empty the basket. Tony left her corner
reluctantly. I had never seen her crushed like

this before. (MA 73-74)
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Grandmother hunted up her fancy cake-cutters
and baked gingerbread men and roosters,
which we decorated with burnt sugar and red

cinnamon drops. (MA 81)
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[TThe wire fence, then the hedge of thorny
locusts, then the mulberry hedge which kept
out the hot winds of summer and held fast to
the protecting snows od winter. The hedges
were so tall that we could see nothing but the
blue sky above them, neither the barn roof nor
the windmill. The afternoon sun poured down
on us through the drying grape leaves. The
orchard seemed full of sun, like a cup, and we
could smell the ripe apples on the trees. The
crabs hung on the branches as thick as beads
on a string, purple-red, with a thin silvery
glaze over them. Some hens and ducks had
crept through the hedge and were pecking at
the fallen apples. The drakes were handsome
fellows, with pinkish grey bodies, their head
and necks covered with iridescent green
feathers which grew close and full, changing to

blue like a peacock’ s neck. (343-44)
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I like to be where I know every stack and tree,

and where all the ground is friendly. I want to

live and die here. (MA 320)
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