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“ T read The Return of the Native by Thomas Hardy,
and Romeo and Juliet and Julius —”

“Oh, Romeo and Juliet ! Lovely! Didn’t you just love
it 77

(Hg )

“Well, I'm not too crazy about Romeo and Juliet,”
I said. “I mean I like them, but — I don’t know.
They get pretty annoying sometimes. I mean I felt
much sorrier when old Mercutio got killed than
when Romeo and Juliet did. ( F#%) I mean I liked
him the best in the play, old Mercutio. I don’t
know. All those Montagues and Capulets, they're
all right — but Mercutio, he was — it’s hard to
explain. He was very smart and entertaining and

all.” W
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O then I see Queen Mab hath been with you:
She is the fairies’ midwife,

(Hhg)

Through lovers’ brains, and then they dream of
love;

O’er courtiers’ knees, that dream on cur’sies
straight;

O’er lawyers’ fingers, who straight dream on fees;
O’er ladies’ lips, who straight on kisses dream,
(Frg)

Sometime she gallops o’er a courtier’s nose,
And then dreams he of smelling out a suit;

And sometime comes she with a tithe-pig’s tail,
Tickling a parson’s nose as he lies asleep;

Then he dreams of another benefice.

Sometime she driveth o’er a soldier’s neck,

And then dreams he of cutting foreign throats,
(Fhg)

This is the hag, when maids lie on their backs,
That presses them and learns them first to bear,
Making them women of good carriage.

This is she— (1.4.53-95)
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True, I talk of dreams,
Which are the children of an idle brain,
Begot of nothing but vain fantasy,

Which is as thin of substance as the air,
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And more inconstant than the wind, who woos
Even now the frozen bosom of the north,

And being anger’d puffs away from thence,
Turning his side to the dew-dropping south.
(1.4.96-103)
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Mercutio: Thou desirest me to stop in my tale
against the hair.

Benvolio: Thou wouldst else have made thy tale
large.

Mercutio: O thou art deceived; I would have made
it short, for I was come to the whole
depth of my tale, and meant indeed to
occupy the argument no longer. (2.4.86-
90)
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Mercutio: Why, that same pale hard-hearted
wench, that Rosaline,

Torments him so, that he will sure run

mad. (2.4.4-5)
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Mercutio: Dido a dowdy, Cleopatra a gipsy, Helen
and Hero hildings and harlots, Thisbe a
grey eye or so, but not to the purpose.

(2.4.41-43)
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Mercutio: Nay, and there were two such, we should
have none shortly, for one would kill the
other. Thou? why, thou wilt quarrel with
a man that hath a hair more or a hair
less in his bread than thou hast; (H1H%)

Benvolio: And I were so apt to quarrel as thou art,
any man should buy the fee-simple of my
life for an hour and a quarter. (3.1.15-
31)
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