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Japanese Ethno-history of Kappa (the most popular
mythical water monster) and the Shibues of the Hizen
and Higo Domains as its Masters (Part 2): From
Kaharau to Kappa via Kahatarau

KOMMA Toru

Abstract

This paper, written as Part 2 of my earlier study “Japanese
Ethno-history of Kappa (the most popular mythical water
monster) and the Shibues of the Hizen and Higo Domains as its
Masters (Part 1): Prolegomena,” criticizes as fundamentally
mistaken the authoritative research attitude—long and almost
universally accepted by later scholars— that uncritically followed
Yanagita Kunio's claim in his kappa-Komahiki that the earliest
attestation of the kanji sequence i # (Kappa) is found in the
entry for il (Kawauso), meaning otter, in Kagakushu.

Building on this critique, I re-examine the original manuscript
of Kagakushu and consult a range of early sources including
Setsuyoushu, Nippo-jisho (Vocablario da Lingoa de Iapam),
Yamato-honzoh, Nippon Sankai-meibutsu-zue, as well as archival
materials such as Kenbunroku (a part of the Mohri-Family
Documents) preserved in the Yamaguchi Prefectural Archives.
Through this investigation, I clarify the following points.

1. In the relevant passage of Kagakushu, the word % is

glossed not as Kappa but as Kaharau.

2. This reading cannot possibly represent the Edo dialect

Kappa, which at that time belonged to the peripheral, still
underdeveloped Kantoh region.
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Nevertheless, in the late Tokugawa period, long after
Kagakushu, the same kanji {/1# (originally read Kaharau)
came to be directly appropriated as the written
representation of the Edo dialect word Kappa, with no
regard for its earlier reading.

In this way, a uniquely Japanese linguistic phenomenon—a
“relational association” mediated through a kanji sequence
—arose between the two spoken forms Kaharau and
Kappa.

Consequently, the substantial temporal and spatial
discontinuities that had originally separated the two terms
suddenly collapsed, and the semantic contents of the two
concepts began to intermingle.

Furthermore, because Kappa was an Edo dialect term
when Edo had grown into the overwhelming center of
political and economic power, publishing (including Kusa-
zoushi and Ukiyo-e), culture, and information circulation,
the concept attached to the word Kappa spread swiftly
and became widely generalized throughout the country by
rapidly expanding new media such as Nishiki-e.
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