39

Comparative Cultural Perspectives on Japanese
Mythology (the first)
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Abstract

The point of this paper is to consider the distinguishing features of
Japanese mythology in comparison with Greek mythology, Judeo-Chris-
tian religion and Buddhism.

Many gods appear on the Plain of High Heaven in Japanese mytholo-
gy, and moreover, a couple gives birth to many terrestrial gods. In Greek
mythology, twelve gods live on Mount Olympus. In comparison with
these plural gods, only one God is recognized in the Jewish religion. This
God in Heaven is the creator of all nature and the first man, but doesn't
appear in the terrestrial world. In contrast, in the Christian religion, God
as father begot a son Jesus by the Holy Spirit in the terrestrial world.

In Japanese mythology there is a goddess believed to govern the un-
derground land of the dead, from where the dead do not return back to
the terrestrial world. In comparison with Japanese mythology, Buddhism
interprets the afterlife of the dead as the transmigration of the soul. Ma-
hayana Buddhism indicates that man can be delivered from the agonies
of transmigration to Paradise by Amida. Ancient Egyptians believed that
after death, the soul leaves the body and the innocent soul is given im-
mortality by Osiris. In the Christian religion is believed that Jesus rose
again from the dead, and that the risen Christ saves innocent souls.
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