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Possibilities for Vocabulary Expansion in Korean
Language Education: An Analysis of Vocabulary in
University Textbooks and an Attempt at Vocabulary
Supplementation

INAGE Megumi

Abstract

This study examines the current state and challenges of Korean vo-
cabulary education in Japanese universities by comparing the vocabulary
presented in widely used textbooks with the vocabulary required for Ko-
rean language proficiency tests. The analysis revealed that even text-
book series designed for four years of study provide learners only sever-
al thousand words, whereas the Test of Proficiency in Korean and
Hangul Proficiency Test require a much larger vocabulary at the inter-
mediate and advanced levels.

Since Korean language classes at Japanese universities must cover
pronunciation, grammar, reading, conversation, and writing simultaneous-
ly, there are practical limitations to expanding vocabulary sufficiently
through classroom instruction alone. Therefore, this study focuses on
two-character Sino-Korean verbs, which are relatively accessible to Japa-
nese native speakers, and presents 600 Sino-Korean verbs as supplemen-
tary material for the intermediate-level textbook Kankokugo Juyo Bunke:
Renshit 240 [Intermediate 20] (Korean Key Sentence Pattern Practice
240 [Untermediate 20]).

This study discusses the necessity of a gradual and systematic ap-
proach to vocabulary learning that integrates in-class and out-of-class
learning and explores the potential for vocabulary expansion by utilizing
the shared characteristics of Sino-Korean vocabulary between Japanese
and Korean. Future research should examine the effectiveness of this ap-
proach through actual classroom practice.
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