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Abstract

In this paper, I examine the film Double layered town / Making a
song to replace our position by Haruka Komori + Natsumi Seo, an artis-
tic attempt to explore how the memories of Rikuzentakata-a community
devastated by the Great East Japan Earthquake-might be preserved. Al-
though often regarded as a documentary, the film provides no straight-
forward explanation of the meaning of its images. To understand it more
clearly, Chapter One organizes the directors’ intended concepts and ar-
tistic devices, reviews existing evaluations, and clarifies the aims of this
study.

Chapter Two analyzes the opening sequence to elucidate the work’s
central narrative, followed by an examination of the acts of listening to
survivors accounts, retelling those stories, and the role of landscape in
these processes.

Chapter Three focuses on the scene in which “The Double Town,” a
story set in Rikuzentakata in 2031, is read aloud by a young person who
previously listened to survivors’ testimonies.

Finally, Chapter Four synthesizes the preceding analyses and con-
cludes by discussing the temporal scope articulated in the film.
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