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Revision history and emergence of “the style that differ-
entiates the authors’ narrative and the characters’
speech”——A focus on the revisions of Xia Shang’s novel
“Chronicles of the Shanghai Pudong”

JIA Haitao

Abstract

In this paper, taking XIA Shang’s E 7 novel “Chronicles of the
Shanghai Pudong” [ 5] (2011) as a case study, we first reviewed
the revision history of various editions and then meticulously organized
the actual modifications of Shanghainese within the work by compara-
tively analyzing multiple published versions. This approach allowed us to
identify how dialect vocabulary and its stylistic features were incorporat-
ed.

To clarify the characteristics of dialect usage in the work and the
author’s narrative awareness, we introduced an analytical method called
“version criticism” WiAR#LEE. This approach traces the signs of explora-
tion in literary languages through the revisions of specific editions, help-
ing us to understand the realities of these modifications.

This method was advocated by literary researcher JIN Hongyu 4%
7. While classical philology involves the empirical analysis of text ver-
sions—examining forms, materials, genesis, and identification of reliable
editions—"version criticism” in modern literature aims primarily to veri-
fy the changes in the different versions of a work, organize the variations
in wording due to the author’s revisions, and analyze the reasons behind
these changes and their features, as well as the underlying social, politi-
cal, and ideological demands. The introduction of “version criticism” has
proven highly effective in examining the dialect usage and language con-
sciousness of authors from Shanghai.

In this paper, we found that the modifications of literary language in
“Chronicles of the Shanghai Pudong” primarily focus on replacing stan-
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dardized expressions with dialect vocabulary in dialogue texts where
words carry meanings independently, referred to as “actual words” F3i.
On the other hand, although there are fewer modifications to dialect vo-
cabulary in narrative texts, limited vocabulary such as terms for address-
ing relatives, swear words, and idioms are retained. These modifications
and retained elements are positioned both inside and outside the quota-
tion marks, highlighting the stylistic differences between the narrative
and dialogue texts as the versions evolve. In other words, the modifica-
tions and use of dialect are based almost exclusively on “the style that
differentiates the authors” narrative and the characters’ speech” [l &%

AR .
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