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The Japanese “Illegal Immigration” into Hong Kong
After World War II: From Repatriation Seekers in the
Late 1940s to smuggling in the early 1950s

Hiroshi Murai

Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the background and changing nature of
the illegal immigration of Japanese people into Hong Kong from the end
of World War II until the establishment of the Japanese Consulate Gen-
eral in Hong Kong in 1952.

The description by a journalist who came to Hong Kong immediate-
ly after signing the Peace Treaty in 1951 revealed that even at that time,
there were Japanese residents in Hong Kong who were officially not sup-
posed to exist (Section 1).

Articles from Chinese-language newspapers in Hong Kong revealed
that around the time of the Communist victory in the Chinese Civil War,
some Japanese people who had remained in China for various reasons
post-war attempted to enter Hong Kong seeking repatriation to Japan.
They were subject to the control of Hong Kong authorities, who were
wary of the influx of refugees from mainland China (Section 2).

Many of these Japanese people were women, and Japanese women
married to Chinese people were less visible from the Consulate-General's
point of view. Nevertheless, the Consulate-General acting as an under-
writer opened the way for the Japanese who wished repatriation via
Hong Kong to enter Hong Kong. After that, articles in Chinese-language
newspapers concerning illegal Japanese immigration there for repatria-
tion were no longer found (Section 3).

However, in Hong Kong after 1950, where regulations remained
strict, there were cases of Japanese people directly involved in trade
(smuggling) after entering Hong Kong illegally, against the backdrop of
the development of private Japanese trade, and there were new forms of
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illegal entry incidents for this purpose (Section 4). This situation
changed drastically in 1954, when a renewable six-month entry visa was
granted.

Previous studies on the history of immigration control in Hong Kong
have focused solely on the influx of Chinese from mainland China into
Hong Kong and have not examined how the system designed for this
purpose was applied to other foreigners. The discussion in this paper
provides some clues.
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