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(Reconsideration) The Case of “Noun Phrases + Kakari
Particles” —During the Heian Periods—

Yamada Masahiro

This paper will clarify the syntactic behavior of “noun phrases + ka-
kari particles” in the Heian period in context of the results obtained by
Yamada (2015) and the research which followed. This study then exam-
ines what kind of system is used to operate “noun phrases + kakar: par-
ticles” which are not case-marked.

[The operation as GA case]

Most animate noun phrases are in the GA case, with Inanimate noun
phrases also observed in the GA case; however, because of their non-ac-
tioner nature, they are used as GA cases of non-actioners in unintentional
Intransitive verbs and adjectival sentences.

[The operation as WO case]

Generally, when using animate noun phrases as objects in transitive
verb sentences, they must be marked with WO. Animate noun phrases
function in the GA case, and if the animate noun phrase does not indicate
that it is an object, it will interfere with the conveyance of information.
However, when there are other actors as co-occurring components, or in
certain transitive sentences, they can operate as objects without WO
marking. In transitive sentences, inanimate noun phrases are, in principle,
operated as objects, but can also operate as GA case actors if there is a
syntactic operation to indicate the existence of other WO case objects as
co-occurring components. However, its use as a case study for the GA is
rare.
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