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Abstract

This paper aims to summarize the characteristics of geographical
recognition based on the lesson plans created by trainee teachers (stu-
dents in a teacher training course) regarding regional problems found in
rural Japan. The result show that many trainees recognize population-re-
lated problems such as depopulation, population decline, declining birth-
rate, and aging population as regional problems found in rural areas of
Japan. On the other hand, there is a tendency to regard locations other
than metropolitan areas as rural areas, and many trainees had vague
geographical recognition. Moreover, some trainees equated the decrease
in the number of farmers and aging of farmers with the aging of rural
areas. From 2022, “geography” will be a compulsory subject in high
school. It is becoming increasingly important to educate trainee teachers
who do not specialize in geography regarding geographical concepts and
perspectives such as regional characteristics and regional differences in
phenomena.
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