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The Spread of Eternal “Hojo” (Part 1)
—Toward a “return” to the body, or more radically,
its “recapture”——

FUKAZAWA, Toru

Key words: body, soul, inhabit, Heidegger

Abstract

This paper is an “introduction” to a series of five or six articles that
I plan to write from now on, in which the purpose is to clarify the “iden-
tification of problems” from an overall prospective. Consequently, I would
like to mention in advance that it is a special sentence that has been
written in an introductory style.

In the series of articles to follow, I plan to cover specific literary
texts on the theme of building one’s own “house” in the spatial expanse
of the ancient city of Heian-kyo. To establish a methodological frame-
work, this study first examine the contents of Martin Heidegger's “Build-
ing, Inhabiting, and Thinking.”

In “Building, Inhabiting, and Thinking”, Heidegger discusses (with
an emphasis on “inhabit”) the state of the bodies (existence) of those
who live in this world and constantly live a fleeting life alongside a shad-
ow of death. This study traces the relationship between our “body’—
which we tend to forget in the information society that spreads as a vir-
tual space — and the spread of rooms, houses, streets, and cities as
containers for our “body,” along with the relationship with this world as
a whole in some cases.

To begin with, the significance of the university as an institution of
higher education today and the “body” that act as reflected in the dia-
logue of Shakespeare’s plays are examined. In response to that flow, I
discuss the thought of “emptiness” found in Mahayana Buddhist scrip-
tures and the cases of the “Tale of Genji” and the sutra of “Oguri” over
the “body” as a container for the soul.
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