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A Logical Analysis of the Semantic Orientation of
Attributives in Mandarin Chinese
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Abstract

An attributive is the pre-modifier in a modifier-noun structure. Its
important role in the transmission of semantic information endows the
study of attributives, from the aspect of semantic orientation, with great
significance. Based on previous studies, this study explores the nuances
of the semantic orientation of Chinese attributives. It categorizes them
into direct and indirect semantic orientations. The goal is to reveal Chi-
nese attributives’ logical structures, in terms of their semantic orienta-
tion, by applying formal semantic concepts such as propositional logic
and predicate logic, to concrete sentence examples.
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