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On ‘Japan’s Future Shape’ (kono kuni no katachi) :
Status of Emperor Through the Jokyu Disturbance or the
Range of the Theory of Social Hierarchy (taigi meibun
ron) and Future of the Symbol Emperor System

Toru Fukazawa

Abstract

The paper “The Logic and Psychology of Ultranationalism” (1946)
by Masao Maruyama, written soon after WWII, is known for its sharp
criticism of the emperor system before the war, limiting the liberty of
speech. The target of criticism is the concept of kokuta: that the national
structure spreads concentrically. At the end of the Edo period, Mito
scholars spread the word kokuta: for the first time—it explains the sys-
tem as a country by using our body as a metaphor. This study explains
how kokutai, the aspect of the emperor-centered system, was formed
based on ‘Japan’s future shape (kono kuni no katachi) by Ryotaro Shiba
as following the history.

The imperial court in Kyoto had lost its actual authority due to the
loss in the Jokyu Disturbance. On the other hand, the military regime in
Kanto region protected its legitimate right by affirming the emperor.
This study shows how the relationship between the actual power of the
military government and the symbolic power of the imperial court was
evaluated by the Confucians and national scholars, and how the word %o-
kutar was created. We also solve the development of the relationship be-
tween the Confucian theory of the rectification of names (seime: ron)
and the theory of social hierarchy (taigi meibun ron).

Additionally, we give some opinions on the future of the emperor as
a symbol by taking the example of the abdication, which became impor-
tant news in Japan.
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