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An Overview of Environmental Awareness and Practices
in the Sultanate of Oman

OKAWA Mayuko

Abstract

Oman has experienced rapid urban expansion due to economic
growth and modernization after 1970, which has resulted in increased
energy consumption and CO, emissions. While environmental protection,
sustainable development, and waste management are stated priorities for
the Omani government, environmental awareness among the Omani
public is generally low.

This paper explores the Omani government's efforts towards
environmental problems as well as the Omani public's environmental
awareness and practices, drawing upon anthropological fieldwork
recently conducted in the Omani capital, Muscat. It demonstrates that
while environmental ethics are taught from an Islamic perspective in
schools, a Western scientific approach as well as nationalistic sentiments
evoked through Omani customs and traditions are widely embraced in
environmental discourses articulated by both the Omani government and
the citizens. Islamic environmental ethics are widely followed among
Omanis, who rely on scientific environmental knowledge acquired mainly
from foreign media and utilize nationalistic discourse when explaining
their environmental practices. I argue that these three elements —
Islamic, scientific, and nationalistic— are not exclusive but rather eclectic
within the environmental discourse of Omani citizens.
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T — AFBEOBRE R —BYIER EEbN S A (Rizk 2014: 194) . 1
FUZI6 AT 5 L A Alld > T, TOEKISHIB 2R 5%
L\,
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(Ar. khalifa®) & L CT—RMIZZOEREZ BN 2T THL, BRE
WIS 5 2 L3, SNSRI 72ELOEHE. $2abbMoERICH <
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4) 72k ZIE WIN 285847 L T\ % Islam and Climate Change: A Call to Heal £\ /8 7L v k
Wi, MAEIEOD IR AIE L7228 (Q54: 49). AMIEMORIATH L Z & (Q6: 165).

METREZFE 2V E (Q6: 141) ICERLI—F v OERDFIHEN TV S, BEICHT 55
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LA ADWCKRI  BRBE BE R E R ISR SN2 L b H DA ) BN A
AV LA )T 4L LTEERT 5 0 CHM SR L CEAEE %
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5) https://wisdominnature.org/a-perspective-on-islam-and-permaculture/ (2019 4£ 10 H 9 H &% #&
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THIREVOIX, BREEHEL O CLBIFNOFHETH 5o BUF AL E)
FEICR L CH stz LT b e v BRICK LT, 493% A3
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