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Functional Analysis of Chinese Fillers [nage] and
[zhege] in Conversation

Yang Zhou

1. Research Background

In 2017, the author classified and quantified the number of fillers
used by Chinese native speakers in conversation. As a result, it was
found that the directive fillers [pointer words] represented over 50% of
all filler usage, and this type of filler was used most frequently. Directive
filler words are divided into two types, the [nal type and [zhe] type.
There is a great variety of directive fillers, such as [nazhong], [nal,
[zhe], and [zheyang]. Among them, [nage] and [zhege] are representa-
tive fillers, and they are the most frequently used in each category.

However, while previous research has been conducted on Japanese
and English fillers, a research method for Chinese fillers has not been de-
veloped. In our study, we do not use fictional conversational data from
television, movies, or novels; we only use natural conversation data. In
this research, we use conversational data, analyze examples of real con-
versations thoroughly, and describe the actual usage of the fillers [nage]
and [zhegel].

2. Research Purpose

The purpose of this research is to clarify the actual usage, function,
and gender differences of the Chinese fillers [nage] and [zhege] in con-
versation. By analyzing specific examples, we aim to differentiate the us-
age of [nage] and [zhegel, which are usually used unconsciously. Fur-
thermore, we seek to understand speakers’ mental processes and predict
the subsequent conversation by analyzing the actual usage of [nage] and
[zhege]. Also, as the boundary between the fillers [nage] and [zhege]
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and the directive words [nage] and [zhege] is vague, we aim to clarify
how the directive word changes to become a filler, and whether the ap-
pearance of [nage] or [zhege] depends on speakers psychological dis-
tance as well as the directive word.

3. Research Method

After identifying the attributes (such as age, gender, occupation,
etc.) of study participants, six couples (12 individuals) who were meet-
ing for the first time agreed to cooperate our research. We paired groups
of two couples (four individuals) and observed data from twelve conver-
sations held between the pairs. We collected data from conversations be-
tween paired couples during their first meeting using an IC recorder. We
identified instances of [nage] and [zhege] from the conversation data
and compared and analyzed their usage.
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