Representation of death and fertility in the Kojiki (Record
of Ancient Matters): From mythologies of four deities
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Abstract

The Kojgiki is a text that was constructed for the purpose of enforc-
ing the legitimacy of the Japanese emperor. It was written in 712, and in-
cludes many parts that are not yet understood. Among these is the rela-
tionship between Amaterasu (the sun deity)’'s birth and kegare
(pollution) in Yomi, the land of the dead. The purpose of this study is to
interpret the Kojiki in terms of kegare as a means of approaching this
question.

Four deities whose deaths are accompanied by kegare are Izanami
(god of creation and death), Hinokaguzuchi (fire deity), Ogetsuhime
(grains deity) and Yamata no Orochi (dragon). Their stories also share
similarities in how kegare is dealt with by means of ceremonial rites. It
concludes that kegare turns into fertile matter by being purified or de-
stroyed in the Kojiki.
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