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Phenomenology of Touch in the film Female Perversions

FURUYA Kohei

Abstract

The difficulty in explaining the “touching” effect of the film Female
Perversions lies in its contradictory appeal to the audience. While the
film calls on the audience to participate in a discussion about contempo-
rary sexual politics, it also encourages them to suspend such a cerebral
way of watching the film and to engage sensually in it as lay cinema fans
enjoy a nice entertainment movie. This apparently highbrow film illumi-
nates the gap between a sophisticated analytic mode of film-watching
and a more sensual and corporeal cinematic experience, inviting us to
move from the former mode of filmic experience to the latter. Drawing
on French phenomenological philosopher Maurice Merleau-Ponty's con-
cept of “flesh,” this paper aims to describe the film, the audience, and the
intertwining of the two as a sensual, material, and corporeal being. Fo-
cusing especially on the moments of “touch” in the film, the effect of
which plays a crucial role in the subtle shift of the aforementioned filmic
experience, this paper textualizes what happens when there is a touch in
the film, how touch serves to produce the power of the film, and how the
power of touch affects us when we are watching.
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9) Gail Weiss, Body Images: Embodiment as Intercorporeality (New York: Routledge, 1999), Sara
Heinamaa, Toward a Phenomenology of Sexual Difference: Husserl, Merleau-Ponty, Beauvoir
(Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2003), Dorothea Olkowski and Gail Weiss (eds.), Feminist Inter-
pretations of Maurice Merleau-Ponty (University Park: Pensylvania State UP, 2006), Gail Weiss, Re-
figuring the Ordinary (Bloomington: Indiana UP, 2008) % Z:Hd,
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