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Abstract

This paper focuses on the question of “nostalgia” in Hagiwara
Sakutaro’s collection of poems called Aoneko-igo (Blue Cat (After)). While
his concept of nostalgia seems to be characterized by ambiguity of
temporal and spatial references, we try to reveal its hidden historicity in
relation to the Western civilization (Chap. 1), the story of wandering all
over the world (Chap. 2), and the war representations such as the Sino-
Japanese War, projected in the panorama'’s spectacle that deeply impressed
Hagiwara in his youth (Chap. 3).

In Teihon Aoneko (Standard Edition Blue Cat, 1936), he uses some
illustrations made from Bankoku Meisho Zue (The Illustrated Guide Book
of the World, 1885-86). This recycling of old prints, evokes the aspiration of
Western culture and produces the effect of nostalgia. However, he hopes to
return to not only the early Meiji era qualified by Bunmei Kaika
(“Civilization and Enlightenment”) but also his childhood. He confesses the
disillusion of Western culture in his late works such as Return to Japan
(1938), but he has maintained the love of the image and the caricatural
view throughout his life; in his short story Neko-Machi (Cat Town) (1935),
travel experience is depicted as a perception of same patterns, similar to
that of Baudelaire's Voyage. (Chap. 1 «Nostalgia for image»).

Analyzing some poems of Blue Cat (After), we identify some common
motifs over the theme of nostalgia:

1) Gleaming world: Hagiwara's poetic universe is always casted by light
even if weakened.



2

2) Pile of buildings: this vision can be also interpreted as that of
segmentation of an image caused by the perception’s anomaly.

3)  Sound “6™'s dull effect: késhite... aruiteiyo (“koryo chiho”)

4) Regions (non) identified: “Enkai chiho” (“coastal region”) suggests
that the port of Aden and Russian Primorye belonged to the Chinese region
of Manchuria.

5) Visual perception: the basic colors stimulate the retina of the spectator
and lead to confusion of physical sensation. (Chap. 2 «Visions of Blue Cat
(After) »).

Among these motifs, panorama’s spectacle most clearly depicts the
problema of nostalgia. This timeless space spread in Japan at the end of the
nineteenth century is also characterized by the reminiscence of wars: Civil
War, Waterloo, and especially the Sino-Japanese War. Hagiwara’'s short
story Harada Jukichi no Yume (“Harada Jukichi’s dream”) (1935) is a
narrative of a fallen hero in this war; in similar scenery to Blue Cat (After),
Harada identified with Chinese dreamers with “pigtail”, which was an
outstanding poetic image for Hagiwara (chap. 3 «Panorama and Chinese
representation »).

Even if this nostalgia for image can be separated from aestheticization
of the politics, it is noted that the poet does not represent the exotic image
as an ironical spectator but as a performer himself.
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