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Abstract

In this paper we discuss Georg Simmel's sociological thought of the
lonely individual and modern society.

Simmel described the historical change of Europe from the traditional
community to the urban industrial society in his essay Metropolis and
Mental Life: Metropolis, as the urban industrial society, released the
individuals from the cohesive community.

The metropolitan life was based on not only the money and division of
labor but also the objective mechanical society. The metropolitan life
accelerated the fragmenting of the individual self. Thus, the individual
could not preserve the wholeness and identity of self in the metropolitan
life. Simmel identified the conflict between the fragmenting and wholeness
of the self in the lonely individual.

Simmel's sociological thought of the lonely individual and modern
society highlights many problems of the contemporary life.
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