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Abstract

This paper examines whether Podemos, a new Spanish political
influence that originated as a grass-roots movement, should be considered
as being a “populism” movement or not.

In the Spanish general re-election (June 26, 2016), two major political
parties (Partido Popular [PP] and Partido Socialista Obrero Espafiol
[PSOE]) lost significant popular support, while two new anti-
establishment political influences (Podemos and Ciudadanos) did remarka-
bly well, as they did in the previous general election of December 20, 2015.
For the general re-election (2016), Podemos formed a left-wing electoral
alliance with Izquierda Unida named “Unidos Podemos.” A public opinion
poll anticipated that Unidos Podemos would be the leading opposition
party, but the party was identified with the Chavez Administration
(Venezuela) and Brexit (June 23, 2016), as well as being labeled
“populism.” As a result, Unidos Podemos was forced into third position.

An anti-establishment influence such as Podemos is often described as
populism, yet history tells us to understand that there is a difference
between “traditional” and “modern populism.” “Traditional” populism
strives to gain support from the “people” by basing itself on a specific class
or ideology. On the other hand, “modern populism” creates a new frame for
the “people.”

Today, both center-left and center-right parties have generally shifted
their traditional policies towards the “center.” As a consequence, the
choices offered to the electorates are reduced and many conclude that
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“modern populism” is a genuine alternative. Moreover, many voters have
no way of knowing what policies actually are in their interests, owing to
globalization and the post-industrial landscape. Therefore, “modern
populism” creates a homogeneous aggregate that reflects this unified will of
the “people.”

Nevertheless, while Podemos has gradually transformed its radical
policies into more realistic, namely (traditional) social-democratic policies,
many electors consider the party too extreme because center-left parties
have moved their policies into the “center.” This is why Podemos is
frequently branded as “populist.”

Podemos considers it's very important that people understand the
existence of diverse policy choices and are thus provided with opportuni-
ties for political debate, and Podemos strives to facilitate people
establishing their own understanding of politics and discovering a shared
slogan through its movement. As Podemos has developed by bringing
together various groups of citizens while respecting the originality of each
body, it differs from an intermediate organization, which regulates
respective interest in representative democracy. In addition, Podemos
doesn't represent any particular class or ideology, but aims to work with all
participants to determine what would be in their own political interests.
Therefore, in some respects, Podemos is incompatible with “modern
populism,” which only emphasizes homogeneity, rather than pluralism.

Therefore, I conclude that although Podemos currently includes some
elements of an intermediate organization of a representative democracy
and an example of “modern populism,” it is in fact a “new or modern
intermediate organization,” which differs from the two former categories.
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“And as these real problems have been neglected, alternative visions of
the world have pressed forward both in the wealthiest countries and in the
poorest: Religious fundamentalism.. aggressive nationalism; a crude
populism——sometimes from the far left, but more often from the far right
——which seeks to restore what they believe was a better, simpler age

free of outside contamination.”
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FAE, B OAENC AT A3 TAA ] OFFEEDOTHREL TE T2,
COEIBRPFHLVBUEHE L. [RE2) X4 L LTHH S B MEIC
H5bY,

1) RTAMNNTADT 27 _R=T X 0)5IH (BB H 2016 4510 H 31 H).
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/09/20/address-president-obama-71st-session-unit

ed-nations-general-assembly
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