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Semantics of Yes / No questions in Mandarin Chinese

Hu Jie

Abstract

This study explores Yes / No questions. It uses both propositional logic
and predicate logic to analyze the meaning of Yes / No questions. The basic
concepts are from Zhu Dexi (1982).

For example,

(1) Ni qu xue xiao?
You go school? — ‘Do you go to school?’
This sentence can be analyzed as the follows:

(2) Wen' [wo, ni, Qu’ (ni, xuexiao)& You {Qu (ni, xuexiao), }]
This formula in (2) would read as follows:

T (ask), you (about), you go to school and it (you go to school) is a

question.

I suggest that Yes / No questions have information structures that can
be described by using logical forms.
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