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Abstract

In this paper, I examine the linguistic landscape in Seoul, looking at
general language usage and focusing especially on public signage in
English, Japanese, and Chinese as well as that in Korean. After thorough
research and analysis, I found three important aspects of use in relation to
these signs. The first pertains to the basic language usage of Korean,
English, Japanese, and Chinese in public signs in Seoul. This concerns the
order of each language as presented as follows: Korean, English, Chinese,
and then Japanese. The second is the fact that Chinese signs can be
increasingly seen in the commercial areas of Seoul due to the growing
number of Chinese visitors to the city. Chinese signs are especially
prevalent in the areas around Myeongdong and Lotte Department Store. In
contrast, the number of Japanese signs is decreasing in these commercial
areas. The third touches upon the expansion of the Japanese language in
Korean life. For example, I examine how words like onigiri, wasabi,
yakigyoza, and sanuki udon, among others, appear in the daily lives of many
Koreans. Consequently, it would appear that in Seoul the Japanese
language is moving in two directions as the use of Japanese signs is waning
but the use of the Japanese language in daily life is rising. These
phenomena are of central concern to the research presented here and the
direction that my future research will take.
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