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The semantic relationships of paratactic
structure on {Liudujijing)
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Abstract

(Liudujijing) is a Buddhist scripture translated by Kang Senghui
from the Wu language in the three kingdoms period. It is one of the
most important narrative (Bemyuan) sections of the scriptures of
the (Buddhist Sacred Canon). The words in this translated Buddhist
scripture are abundant, especially the paratactic structure, which makes
it of high value in corpus and other relevant studies. The Chinese
language progressed dramatically from monosyllable to polyphone in
the time of (Liudujijing). During that period, the paratactic structure
of word formation played a very important role in Chinese polyphones,
which promoted the evolution of polyphones. By studying the paratactic
structure, this paper shows the characteristics and the general view
of the Chinese vocabulary that developed during this period, and
illustrates the principles and periods of polyphones’ developmental
phases. An example of dating description for the study of Chinese
lexical history is also presented. The paratactic structure consists of two
or more morphemes. After exploring the meaning and the relationship
of two or more morphemes, this paper divides the paratactic structure
of (Liudujijing) by morpheme into three categories: synonymous
conjunctions, class meaning conjunctions and antisense conjunctions. A
panoramic description and a characteristic summary of the paratactic
structure are presented. Thereafter, a synchronic and diachronic
approach and descriptive analysis are employed in order to analyze
the semantic relationship between the original morphemes before and
after the formation of these paratactic structures. There are four kinds
of semantic relationship concluded, namely paratactic, synthesized,
reconstructing and partial. Their features are discussed and examples
are analyzed. Finally, there is a comprehensive summary of the
characteristics and meaning of the paratactic structure of {Liudujijing).
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