Struggle and Misery in the “Three States”:
The Case of the Writer Kim Tal Su

YOON Keun Cha
Abstract

Ever since Korea split in two, Korean residents in Japan have been
caught between the North-South divide. Being forced to live between
the “three states” of Japan and North and South Korea must have
caused unfathomable pain to these residents, and particularly to the
intellectuals among them. In this paper, I focus on one such intellectual,
the writer Kim Tal Su. By examining his life and body of work, I will
attempt to understand how the “three states” concept has influenced his
writing.
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