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Two types of progressive aspect expressed by “zai (f£)” in
Mandarin Chinese

Aoki moe
Abstract

This paper explores the meaning of “zai (#£)” which is regarded as
a word expressing a progressive aspect in Mandarin Chinese. The
progressive aspects of “zai” are composed of two different parts of
speech.For example,
(a) Wo de shouji zai xiang.
‘My mobile phone PRG ringing.—“My mobile phone is ringing.”
(b) Wo zuijin zai jianfei.
‘T recently PRG take off weight'—“Recently I'm going on a diet.”
In (a), ‘zai is regarded as ‘progressive of the present scene’. In (b), ‘zai’
is regarded as ‘progressive of the scenes in series’.
This paper uses propositional logic and predicate logic to analyze the
‘zal’ sentences.
Keywords: an adverb “zai” progressive aspect, progressive of the present
scene, progressive of the scenes in series, propositional logic,
predicate logic
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