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Is Nine Queens a Criminal?
—The criterion of criminality in Argentina——

KOJIMA Mine
Abstract

This paper analyzes the criterion of criminality by comparing two
movies, the Argentine film Nine Queens (original Spanish title is Nueve
Reinas) (2000), produced by Fabian Bielinsky, and its remake version
Criminal (2004) by Steven Soderbergh.

The remake version, Criminal, is reviewed as faithfully following the
original version, recycling characters, dialogs and details. However, we
can see many details changed or eliminated in the remade film, and we
can regard that such modifications were considered necessary because
those in the original film are unacceptable to the USA’s moral standards
and cultural norms, or are difficult for USA citizens to understand. In
other words, we can see the peculiar definition of criminalities or good
and evil consciousness in Argentina through those details eliminated
or modified from the remake version. This paper analyzes the peculiar
sense of criminalities or good and evil in Argentina.

First, I describe the reality of remakes in the USA’s film producing
industry, and the evaluation of Nine Queens in Argentina and in other
countries. Second, I focus on the “criminalities” implicated in Nine
Queens, and third, I investigate how these “criminal” scenes were changed
and modified in the remake version in order to clarify the peculiarities
in the original version. Then I explain the political-economic situation in
the Argentina of the 1990s for a better understanding of Nine Queens.
Finally, I analyze the criterion of “criminal” and “criminality” historically
constructed in Argentina.
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