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Postmodern Surveillance and the Limits of Privacy

Masashi TSUBOI
Abstract

In this paper, I consider the problems of postmodern surveillance,
and point out the limits of the concept of privacy. There are differences
between modern surveillance and postmodern surveillance. Postmodern
surveillance is any collection and processing of personal data for the
purposes of influencing or managing those whose data have been
garnered.

Surveillance capacities are used to sort and sift populations, to
categorize and to classify, to enhance the life chances of some and to
retard those of others. The problem of postmodern surveillance is the
violation of human rights or human dignity in the use of data-persona
that is made through the processes of such social sorting.

Professionals in information processing should be aware of the ethical
aspects of their role. Since transparency is vital in our postmodern
surveillance society today, we need to monitor how our personal data
are exchanged in society, and to make the contents of our data-persona
clear.
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