“Study on ‘Koushujuden GRL{Affifz)’ which is a translated
novel regarding modern Christianity in China”

Song Lihua

In 1880, a religious novel titled The Terrible Red Dwarf was published
in the UK. Only 2 years later, this book was translated into Chinese
by an Griffith John (1831-1912), a famous missionarg from London
Missionary Society, and it was published by Religions Tract Society in
Hankou with the title of ‘Koushujuden (¥Lfk f£{z)’. Not only that, the
contents of the same book had been published twice in ‘Wan guo Gong
bao’ which is famous as a magazine that introduced international laws
in Europe and U.S. in the end of Qing era. Therefore, by using this
translated novel ‘Koushujuden (FL#EfF{z)’ as a material, I will conduct
study regarding how metaphorical expressions are used and religious
allegorical meanings are given in the novel, and what intentions of the
author and translator are, in this paper.

‘Koushujuden (K[#RM#E{z)’ includes an allegorical story in which a
naughty dwarf (a little devil) who commits harmful acts destroys
people’s daily life but finally the devil is eliminated by people studying
‘the Bible’ as well as quite a lot of illustrations (iconography) showing
people’s daily life in which people are struggling with little devils. These
illustrations are used for persons who are not able to read letters.
This implies that this book was published in order to enlighten people.
Furthermore, many allegorical stories from ‘the Bible’ are cited in this
book, which implies that it had been greatly influenced by ‘the Bible’.
‘Koushujuden (¥LfRfE(z)’, which had been translated and published in
Hankou located in the interior of China during the end of Qing era, can
be counted as one of the representative works that indicate how the
Christian literature had come down from Europe and U.S. to China.
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