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The mother tongue definitions can be organaized hierarchically accord-

ing to the degree of linguistic human rights awareness of society. �Sku-

tnabb-Kangas, +322 : +1�

� + � Definitions of mother tongue

Criterion Definition

Origin the language �s� one learned first

Competence the language �s� one knows best

Function the language �s� one uses most

Identification

a. internal the language �s� one identifies with

b. external the language �s� ones identified as a native

speakers of by others
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Criterion Definition ij�
kl

Origin the language �s� one learned first del

Competence the language �s� one knows best EFl

Function the language �s� one uses most EFl

Identification

a. internal the language �s� one identifies with del
b. external the language �s� ones identified as a native

speakers of by others

EFl�del
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Criterion Definition ij�
kl

Origin the language �s� one learned first EFl

Competence the language �s� one knows best EFl

Function the language �s� one uses most EFl

Identification

a. internal the language �s� one identifies with EFl
b. external the language �s� ones identified as a native

speakers of by others

EFl�del
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The same person can have different mother tongues, depending on

which definition is used. �Skutnabb-Kangas, +322 : +1�
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A person’s mother tongue can change during her lifetime, even sev-

eral times, according to all other definitions except the definition by ori-

gin. �Skutnabb-Kangas, +322 : +1�
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